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orders or murdered by the soldiery* One day, when an inventory of th<
palace furniture was made, a small carpet was found to be missing ; th<
keeper of the royal jewels was accused of its theft, and was immediate!]
bastinadoed. While being beaten, the man cried out that he himsel
was innocent, and that his predecessor had sold the carpet to eigh:
merchants, four of whom were Jews and the others Armenians anc
Indians. On the names of these men being given, they were all seized,
and then, without even the semblance of a trial, they each suffered the loss
of an eye ; they were thereupon cast in chains into a fire. Bazin relates
that all those who witnessed this terrible scene, including the executioners,
were aghast*1

It was, apparently, while Nadir was at Isfahan that he sent his nephew,
'AH Quli Khan, to Sistan in order to complete the subjugation of the
rebels. For several months Path *Ali Khan Sistani had successfully
withstood every attempt to defeat him, but eventually a force from
Khurasan under a commander named Muhammad Rida had overwhelmed
his men and taken him prisoner. Muhammad Rida then sent Path
'Ali Khan in chains to Nadir ; the rebel leader's fate is not recorded, but
it is not difficult to imagine what it was. However, Muhammad Rida's
triumph was not complete, for many of the Sistani and Buluch rebels
escaped ; they then rallied round one of Path *AIi Khan's commanders
named Mir Kuchik, who led them to the old Arsacidan fortress of Kuh-i-
Khwaja,3 which was very strongly situated on an isolated bluff at the western
end of the Hamun. It was against Mir Kuchik and his followers that
Nadir sent 'AH Quli Khan ; he also dispatched Tahmasp Khan Jalayir
to assist him8 ; what ensued will be described later in this chapter.

Meanwhile, the Shah had been imposing enormous taxes or rather
contributions upon the people not only of Isfahan, but of practically every
part of his empire ; even the members of his own family were not exempt,
as will be seen below. He impounded the property of his nephew
Ibrahim Khan, and sent orders to 'Ali Quli in Sistan to pay 100,000
tomans ; Tahmasp Khan Jalayir was assessed at half that amount.4
Peirson and Blandy, the Isfahan representatives of the East India
Company, reported to London that in consequence of these terrible
exactions5 :

1 Bazin, op. tit., p. 300; see also the T.N., p. 264 and Lutf 'All Beg's Atash-Kada.

8 Professor Herzfeld has described the Kuh-i-Khwaja in. his Archaological History of Iran, pp.
50 and 58 /74; this work also contains several photographs and diagrams of the fortress.

* The above particulars are taken from the N.N., pp. 480 /489; according to Muhammad Ka?im,
'Ali Qnli Khan made so little progress with the siege of the Kuh-i-Khwaja that Nadir grew
impatient and dispatched Tahmasp Khan to expedite the operations. It appears from
the T.N., however, that Jahmasp Khan accompanied 'Ali Quli, (T.N., p. 265.)

4 T.N., p. 265.

1 Letter from Isfahan to London, dated the i6th/27th May, 1747.